


Key Information 

Zambian-Scottish singer and songwriter Namvula has been described as “a 

true original” by the Guardian.  

Her debut album Shiwezwa was released in 2014 to critical acclaim, and was 

selected as one of the top 100 albums of 2014 by The Sunday Times. The 

album release was followed by numerous radio and TV appearances, 

including the BBC’s Focus on Africa (TV and Radio), Jazz FM, BBC Radio 4’s 

Woman’s Hour, BBC Radio 3’s World on 3, and Zambian national TV and 

Radio, as well as repeat airplay on various stations including Late Junction 

and World Routes. 

This was followed on by her sophomore album, Quiet Revolutions, released 

in 2017 to equal critical excitement. A concept album, it delves into aspects 

of femalehood, tracing an arc of stories from ancestry through girlhood and 

adulthood, into death.  

Namvula has been named as one of 13 voices for the future of African music 

by Rede Angola alongside artists including Fatoumata Diawara, Jupiter & 

Okwess International and Sidiki Diabaté, and has been harkened to the likes 

of Cape Verdean diva Maya Andrade.  

Namvula travels as a four to six piece band comprising vocals, percussion, 

guitar, bass, saxophone and drums. The band is based in London, England.  

CONTACT: namvularennie@gmail.com 



Biography 

Creating an intrepid new world where folk and urban traditions of her 

Zambian homeland blend with London’s vibrant eclectic music scene, 

Namvula crosses boundaries with a refreshing honesty and evocative lyricism, 

transporting listeners into different worlds whilst staying firmly rooted in 

African soil. 

Namvula has collaborated and shared the stage with artists including 

legendary South African trumpeter Hugh Masekela, sitarist Anoushka Shankar, 

and local Zambian singing legend Maureen Lilanda.  She is backed by a stellar 

band of some of the UK’s most respected African and jazz musicians, 

including Mercury-nominated bassist Liran Donin and saxophonist Chris 

Williams, and percussionist Mamadou Sarr (Baaba Maal, Angelique Kidjo).  

Her debut album, Shiwezwa, and her sophomore album, Quiet Revolutions, 

were both produced by bassist Liran Donin and mixed by Sonny Johns 

(Fatoumata Diawara), and received with critical acclaim. 

Listen 

Live at Africa Festival:  
http://concert.arte.tv/de/namvula-africa-festival-2015 

Live at The Forge:  
https://soundcloud.com/namvula/sets/forge-sessions-live-unmixed  

Watch 

Maweo (official video) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qwINFZLW2rY 

Web Links 

www.namvula.com 

www.twitter.com/namvulasings 

www.facebook.com/namvulasings 

www.discovery-records.com 

www.xangomusic.com 

www.namvula.bandcamp.com 
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Selected Press Cuttings (UK) 

The Sunday Times
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The Guardian 
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The Evening Standard 
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Songlines 
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TGA Magazine 
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fRoots 
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Selected Press Cuttings (INTERNATIONAL) 

BBC 

!  



Rede Angola (Angola) 

 

NRC (Netherlands) 



Southern Times (Southern Africa) 

Daily Mail (Zambia) 


