


Key Information

Zambian-Scottish singer and songwriter Namvula has been described as “a

true original” by the Guardian.

Her debut album Shiwezwa was released in 2014 to critical acclaim, and was
selected as one of the top 100 albums of 2014 by The Sunday Times. The
album release was followed by numerous radio and TV appearances,
including the BBC’s Focus on Africa (TV and Radio), Jazz FM, BBC Radio 4’s
Woman'’s Hour, BBC Radio 3’s World on 3, and Zambian national TV and
Radio, as well as repeat airplay on various stations including Late Junction
and World Routes.

This was followed on by her sophomore album, Quiet Revolutions, released

in 2017 to equal critical excitement. A concept album, it delves into aspects
of femalehood, tracing an arc of stories from ancestry through girlhood and
adulthood, into death.

Namvula has been named as one of 13 voices for the future of African music
by Rede Angola alongside artists including Fatoumata Diawara, Jupiter &
Okwess International and Sidiki Diabaté, and has been harkened to the likes

of Cape Verdean diva Maya Andrade.

Namvula travels as a four to six piece band comprising vocals, percussion,

guitar, bass, saxophone and drums. The band is based in London, England.

CONTACT: namvularennie@gmail.com



Biography

Creating an intrepid new world where folk and urban traditions of her
Zambian homeland blend with London’s vibrant eclectic music scene,
Namvula crosses boundaries with a refreshing honesty and evocative lyricism,
transporting listeners into different worlds whilst staying firmly rooted in

African soil.

Namvula has collaborated and shared the stage with artists including
legendary South African trumpeter Hugh Masekela, sitarist Anoushka Shankar,
and local Zambian singing legend Maureen Lilanda. She is backed by a stellar
band of some of the UK’s most respected African and jazz musicians,
including Mercury-nominated bassist Liran Donin and saxophonist Chris

Williams, and percussionist Mamadou Sarr (Baaba Maal, Angelique Kidjo).

Her debut album, Shiwezwa, and her sophomore album, Quiet Revolutions,
were both produced by bassist Liran Donin and mixed by Sonny Johns

(Fatoumata Diawara), and received with critical acclaim.

Listen

Live at Africa Festival:
http://concert.arte.tv/de/namvula-africa-festival-2015

Live at The Forge:
https://soundcloud.com/namvula/sets/forge-sessions-live-unmixed

Watch

Maweo (official video)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gwINFZLW2rY

Web Links

www.namvula.com

www. twitter.com/namvulasings

www.facebook.com/namvulasings

www.discovery-records.com

WWW. Xangomusic.com

www.namvula.bandcamp.com
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TGA Magazine

Namvula | Shiwezwa
Release Date: 27 October 2014

Zambian-born singer-songwriter Namvula releases her debut album, Shiwezwa this month. An
intimate and evocative record that calis on her Zambian and Scottish heritage, Shiwezwa is a
multilingual personal journey through pop, folk and African musics, delivered via her captivating
vocals and undeniable songwriting talent.

Namvula (whose name means ‘mother of rain’) spent much of her childhood travelling - she lived
in Switzerland and Kenya before coming to the UK 1o go to school. This mixture of cultural
experiences can be felt throughout the album, which includes songs in four languages (Lenje,
English, French and Portuguese). Despite this, Shiwezwa achieves a surprising level of cohesion
and the music easily transcends any language barriers.

‘Nsalamo’ and ‘Maweo’ (two of the five songs in Namvula’'s native tongue, Lenje) are both
standout tracks - the former, a gentle tender ballad written about her grandmother, and the latter,
a passionate song expertly narrated by Namvula, ‘Maweo' also features some gorgeous Kora
sections, combining with Namvula's vocals to hypnotic effect. ‘Old Man” is another album
highlight. In contrast to ‘Nsalamo’ and ‘Maweo', it's a heady folk/pop influenced track, beautifully
exposing her soulful vocals.

Having spent her childhood in four different continents, Namvula's musical upbringing was varied
to say the least and she presents this broad musical edification most adeptly on Shiwezwa,
making for a fine debut outing.

Namvula performs as part of #thegirisare weekend at The Forge, Camden this coming Friday 17
October.

Rosie Hanley
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Quiet Revolutions NMR Records NMRCDO02
‘Afri-folk’ is how UK-Zam-

mm bian singer Namvula Rennie
describes her music and that
PLAY seems like as good a descrip-

tion as any. On this, her sec-
LIST ond album (recorded when
ALBUM CHOICE

she was heavily pregnant),
Namvula's warm voice and
multi-lingual lyrics are
backed by a shifting mix of guitar (from
Namvula herself and Phil Dawson), the sax
and flute of Chris Williams, Kadialy Kouyaté's
kora and the supple, often uncbtrusive
rhythm section of drummer Yuval Wezler and
bassist Liran Donin (who also produces).

The album may be called Quiet Revolu-
tions and it certainly has its more reflective
moments (I find Night Song (Nikali Kuyanda)
and the closing Prayer particularly lovely), but
that isn’t the whole story by any means. Bola
Kuli and Moto rattle out with Afrobeaty per-
cussion and smoky sax. This is a proper album,
with shifts in style and mood, its varied parts
adding up to a satisfying whole, thanks to
Namvula's assured ownership of all of these
elements. What we have here is a musical
mapping out of her cultural identity. She slips
from style to style, language to language,
with ease and confidence, because all of this
Is who she is.

www, namvula.com

Jamie Renton

She's of mixed Zambian-Scottish identity and on the
verge of a breakthrough, reckons

v 1RO0IS
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Zambia folk songstress Namvula
Rennie wows critics

26 November 2014 Last updated at 19.33 GMT

Shiwezwa is the debut album from singer-songwriter Namvula Rennie,
and is causing excitement among reviewers, especially in the UK.

A Sunday Times article said Shiwezwa was a contender for debut
album of the year and The Guardian called her a "true original".

Namvula means "mother of rain" in Zambia where she was born of
mixed Zambian-Scottish heritage. Her great-great-great grandmother,
after whom she was named, was a priestess of rain in the Zambian
village of Shiwezwa.

The album references Zambian folk music and is also fused with urban
music and elements of Scottish folk, jazz and Latin rhythms, It has 11
original songs by Namvula and one by her aunt. local singing legend
Maureen Lilanda.

Namvula told BBC Africa's Jenny Horrocks about her influences
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Namvula warms hearts as tour begins
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